
 

CALL FOR PAPERS 
4th Workshop - Innovative Processes in SMEs 

Re-positioning of SMEs in the Global Value System 

University of Urbino Carlo Bo 

DESP - Department of Economics, Society, Politics 

September 24th-25th 2015 

With the support of  

Piccola Impresa/Small Business journal and ASPI (Association for the Study of Small Enterprise) 
launch the call for papers on the topic "Re-positioning of SMEs in the Global Value System" which 
will be the theme of the 4th Workshop on Innovative Processes in SMEs. The Workshop will be 
held at the University of Urbino Carlo Bo (Italy) on September 24th-25th 2015. 

SMEs are facing increasingly complex markets and extremely variable and uncertain demand 
trends. This is due to the recent economic and financial crisis having a strong impact on firms, in 
particular SMEs, which have to face structurally different markets compared to those of the 
mid-2000s. 

In this new context some SMEs show difficulties to adapt, suffering negative performances with 
strong risks of market exit, while others adopt reactive strategies and sometimes pro-active 
ones, in order to emerge - or rather re-emerge - in their own markets. Reorganization processes, 
technological innovation, new product development and entry in new markets, represent some 
of the solutions implemented by SMEs in order to survive or strengthen their competitiveness. In 
other words, it is apparent SMEs’ effort of "positioning" or "re-positioning", leveraging on their 



distinctive and rooted capabilities or on new relationships with key strategic partners both 
locally and internationally. 

These emerging processes pose new questions in terms of business models, strategic paths and 
organizational approaches that are implemented by SMEs. The aim of the Workshop is therefore 
to contribute to the current scientific and policy debate on SMEs development, highlighting new 
trends in terms of strategic and organizational behavior of SMEs in the new and evolving market 
scenarios. 

To this end, scholars are invited to present and discuss their research results. 

Contributions on the following issues are particularly welcome: 

- new business formation (start-up, spin off) in traditional/high-tech/services sectors and in  
clusters/industrial districts; 

- SMEs' value creation processes based on diversification strategies, innovation of the 
offering, re-positioning in the supply chain, both in B2C and B2B; 

- changes in the degree of the marketing orientation and its application, and in customers 
relationships; 

- implementation of management control systems, with a focus on innovative tools, to 
support the process of SMEs development; 

- changes in the governance and ownership models of family SMEs, with emphasis on the 
managerial entrepreneurship form; 

- internationalization strategies in advanced and emerging countries, combined with the 
strengthening i) of organizational resources for the control of foreign markets; ii) of 
bilateral and multilateral relationships with partner firms, advanced service providers and 
government institutions; 

- processes of strategic reorientation and redefinition of the communication strategy and 
stakeholder engagement toward responsible and sustainable-oriented strategies and social 
and environmental reporting. 

Contributions in Italian or in English are accepted. 

Workshop Co-Chairs 

- Giancarlo Ferrero, University of Urbino Carlo Bo, Editor in Chief of Piccola Impresa/Small 
Business 

- Massimo Ciambotti, University of Urbino Carlo Bo, President of ASPI (Association for the Study 
of Small Enterprise) 

Contacts 

- Roberta Bocconcelli (roberta.bocconcelli@uniurb.it) 

- Mara Del Baldo (mara.delbaldo@uniurb.it) 



- Alessandro Pagano (alessandro.pagano@uniurb.it) 

- Federica Palazzi (federica.palazzi@uniurb.it) 

Information for Authors 

Deadlines 

- Abstract Submission: April 15, 2015 (new!) 

- Notification of Abstract Acceptance: April 30, 2015 (new!) 

- Paper Submission: June 1, 2015 

- Notification of Acceptance : July 1, 2015 

- Final Paper Submission: August 31, 2015 

Abstract Requirements/Submission 

Abstract should: 

- do not exceed 500 words; 

- clearly identify objectives, research methodology, expected results and main findings; 

- be anonymous for the review process. Author/s name, affiliation and email address should 
be placed in a first page, separate from the main text; in the case of multiple authors, 
please clearly indicate the corresponding author on this first page; 

- be sent in electronic format (.doc or .pdf) as e-mail attachment at aspi2015@uniurb.it 
within April 15, 2015. 

Paper requirements/Submission 

The paper, to be prepared after the communication of abstract acceptance by the Scientific 
Committee of the Workshop, should respect following requirements: 

- be contained in 20 pages (including charts, tables, figures, footnotes and references), 
about 2200 characters per page (including spaces), Times New Roman, body text 12; author 
shall use the template that will be sent at the time of notification of abstract acceptance; 

- be sent in electronic format (.doc or .pdf) as e-mail attachment at aspi2015@uniurb.it by 
June 1, 2015. 

Submitted papers will be subject to a double-blind review process. The results of peer-review 
will be announced by July 1, 2015. Authors should provide the final version of accepted papers 
by 31 August, 2015. 

Accepted papers will be included into a CD-ROM provided with ISBN entitled "Re-positioning of 
SMEs in the Global Value System". 

For more information (registration, fee, program, venue, accommodation) please visit Workshop 

website www.rivistapiccolaimpresa.it

mailto:aspi2015@uniurb.it

